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In early March 2020 | booked a room in a pub for LGBTQ+ people to get together & share )

some of their teenage experiences in the form of diary entries. J

+ The aim was to create a space for Queer joy, angst, nostalgia, reflection, and above all
bu+...

solidarity. | wanted a space where we could have fun celebrating the wild range of Queer
WHY:
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formative & coming-of-age experiences. Where we could commiserate the things that school

didn’t teach us, and applaud each other for surviving the tough times. | also wanted to raise
money for some Queer charities & community orgs & for the development of my theatre }

show ‘Hasbian’, which is based on (you guessed it) my teenage diary. _—
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However, being a child of the internet (my own teenage secrets were part written in a
notebook, part saved on LiveJournal, and part shared with complete strangers on inteir‘\y
forums), | wasn’t going to let being stuck at home stop me finding my people!
Over 6 months, from April to September, | used QAF's free LGBTQ+ Zoom channel to host \
Queer Diary on the first Sunday of every month.

| C’ p During that time, 17 different people shared their teenage experiences in the form of diaries,
b stories, artwork and songs. Each time, a screen full of friendly faces showed up to bear

! witness, cheer readers on, join in the MSN-style sidebar chat, and make confessions about

/ their own teenage years. They suggested songs for our school-disco playlist that reflected
not only the wildly varying tastes amongst us, but also the various eras that we all grew up in
(from the Bay City Rollers to tATu, from Queen Latifah to My Chemical Romance).

Best of all, because we weren’t confined to a London pub anymore, we could reach across

the world and include the experiences of Queers from France, Chile, Canada, and Bermuda.

People were able to pop in for 20 minutes of the evening, or stay on for as long as they

wanted for a chat after. We were able to include those whose health, access requirements or

caring responsibilities meant they may not otherwise have been able to attend. Everyone

could eat and drink whatever they wanted whenever they wanted. We got to hear from

people who said they would have been far too nervous to stand up in front of a crowd, but

got a kick out of virtually inviting the crowd into their living room for 10 minutes to hear about ||
their first kiss. -
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But it was March 2020, so we all know what happened a couple of weeks jater... / Fy)
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That's where QAF Space came in.
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Following this digital lockdown adventure, I'm determined to continue mahn@ﬁu&gm“
even more accessible to more people, far and wide, shy and extroverted, to keep bringing us
together online AND in person. To keep growing this project 'm applying for funding, so live
events are on pause until 2021. You can follow #QueerDiary & @HasbianShow for updates,
and until we're in the same room or zoom again, | hope you enjoy this little collection of
extracts from some of the queer lives that were shared with QAF in 2020...
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